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and Dieppe remains the most contentious Canadian operation 
of the war. 

But happily for him, Mountbatten was spared blame, or, 
at least, spared enough that his career progression was not 
interrupted. To ensure that posterity treated him well, he 
pressed a compliant Winston Churchill to adjust drafts of his 
memoirs to ensure nothing too critical was said by the great 
war leader. A full account of this historical re-jigging can be 
found in David Reynolds’ wonderful book, In Command of 
History: Churchill Fighting and Writing the Second World War 
(2004), a volume that unfortunately did not make its way into 
Balzer’s bibliography. In truth, Canada ought not to have 

expected anything more than it received. In a Grand Alliance, 
the smaller powers were expected to know their place and 
keep (relatively) silent.

Balzer’s is a most interesting book, a fine academic study 
that deserves a wide readership. It is the 21st volume in the 
Canadian War Museum’s excellent series, Studies in Canadian 
Military History.

Jack Granatstein, OC, PhD, one of Canada’s most renowned historians, 
is the author of Canada’s Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace (2nd 
Edition, 2011).
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T
here have been a number of works that have 
addressed the development of the Canadian 
Militia and the Permanent Force in the period 
from Confederation to the First World War. 
However, these books have generally focused 

upon the Canadian professional officer corps, as well as the 
British officers sent to Canada to serve as commanders of the 
Canadian Militia.1 The result has been that many aspects of 
this experience, including Canadian 
ideas of what constituted a citizen 
soldier, have generally been 
neglected. This lack of scholarship 
fortunately has been addressed by 
James Wood in his new book Militia 
Myths: Ideas of the Canadian Citizen 
Soldier, 1896-1921. Wood, the 
author of We Move Only Forward: 
Canada, the United States and the 
First Special Service Force, 1942-
44,2 examines Canadian popular con-
ceptions of the citizen soldier to 
understand their role as “… an ideal 
and symbol by which Canadians 
ordered their understanding of armed 
conflict and their notions of a citi-
zens duty to serve.” Wood focuses 
this study on the beliefs of Canadian 
militiamen and military enthusiasts 
in order to understand how they 
attempted to improve Canada’s 
defences as well as to create the 
“societal conditions in which a citi-
zen army could flourish.”

Through an examination of publications, such as the 
Canadian Military Gazette, he concludes that these individuals 
had a “… surprising degree of sophistication that attended their 
thinking on the role and function of the citizen soldier.” For 
example, he argues that most militiamen of the period did not 
buy into the myth that Canadians were natural soldiers. They 
may have disagreed with the officers from the British Army 
and the Permanent Force on how much and what kind of train-
ing was required. Indeed, they generally disliked the emphasis 
that most British and Canadian professional soldiers placed on 
drill, but they did recognize that the Canadian citizen solder 
needed to be prepared for battle. Ironically enough, the focus 
of these militiamen on practical training had to contend with 
the reality that, on parade, the militia was expected by most 
Canadians to be well drilled and to look like British regulars.

As part of this discussion, Wood examines the various 
debates throughout this period with respect to how to reform 
the militia. In particular, he focuses upon the influence of vari-

ous factors such as the use of 
Switzerland as a model, and develop-
ments in Britain, Australia, New 
Zealand, and South Africa. He details 
the beliefs of Sir Frederick Borden, 
who was Laurier’s Minister of Militia, 
and Borden’s Minister of Militia, Sam 
Hughes. In addition, he connects the 
issue of military training with the 
social reform movement of the period 
and how programs such as cadet train-
ing in Canadian schools were justified 
by the need to improve the health and 
fitness of the nation’s youth. 

He also describes the impact of 
various “war scares,” including the 
one in 1896 over the Venezuela-
British Guiana border dispute. He 
added that, for most of this period, 
Canadian militiamen, despite the 
claims of some historians such as 
C.P. Stacey, were focused upon the 
defence of Canada from the United 
States. These individuals even used 




